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Let’s Celebrate 80 Years 
of the National Open!

We want to welcome you to the 2020 National Retriever Championship and wel-
come you to the city of Giddings Texas. Our thanks go out to our generous spon-

sors and contributors that make this event possible.

Good luck to all the contestants. We recognize how hard it was to qualify in this short-
ened season. 

A very special thanks to the landowners Roger and Kaye Fuller and John and Laura 
Parrott for providing the grounds for the trial. We wish to express our gratitude to 
those who have provided training grounds for pre-National also. In addition the City of 
Giddings has been very generous in both the form of financial assistance and by provid-
ing support from all levels within the city from the Mayor to the Chamber of Commerce. 
Our thanks to James Parker for leading the charge to get this venue in Giddings.

We want to recognize all the volunteers that help put on this National. Their efforts are 
invaluable to making all Nationals run smoothly, however with COVID being such a big 
issue, their jobs have been made exponentially harder and we applaud all their hard 
work.

COVID compliance will be an important part of this National. We wish it did not have to 
be however for the health of everyone attending the National this year it is a necessary 
evil. We hope we don’t have to ask because it would make the life of the people working 
the trial so much better, but if you break COVID protocol you may be asked to leave and 
will not be allowed to return. 

We hope that you have a great National experience. Remember, Giddings is open for 
business, so please support them as much as you can.

Best of Luck!

John Caire
Field Trial Chairman

COVID-19 COMPLIANCE NOTICE

All events at the National Retriever Championship will be subject to strict COVID-19 compliance as 
mandated by the State of Texas and those of Lee County Texas as well as CDC guidelines and AKC 
best practices. Those guidelines will be made available to everyone who will be attending the event. 
Anyone entering the test sites will be subject to COVID-19 screening and must be in compliance while 
on the grounds. Anyone attending this event will be doing so at their own risk. Anyone not following 
COVID-19 guidelines while on the grounds will be asked to leave the grounds.
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The 2o2o National Retriever Championships will operate in accordance with Guidelines 
from the Texas Department of State Health Services Checklist for Outdoor Events, the CDC 
Considerations for Events and Gatherings and the American Kennel Club Suggested Best 
Practices for the Well-Being of Dog Sport Participants.

The Texas Department of State Health Services requires the use of face coverings wherever it is 
not feasible to maintain six (6) feet of social distancing from another individual not in the same 
household.

Anyone not following COVID-19 guidelines while on the grounds will be asked to leave the 
grounds.

Please DO NOT attend our field trial if you cannot or will not comply with guidelines set 
forth by this club, the AKC, the CDC, and the state of Texas.

For this trial, COVID-19 policies require these differences from a normal trial

1.	 Handlers, Judges and Officials will wear masks following COVID-19 Guidelines.
2.	 Only Handlers wearing a mask will be invited to the line area to view test dogs.
3.	 Spectators/Gallery will be placed well away from judges and handlers and asked to 

wear masks and maintain proper social distance.
4. 	 Handlers will be asked to maintain social distancing when receiving call backs.
5.	 We encourage all vulnerable individuals at higher risk from COVID-19 to use their best 

judgement and consider not attending.
6. 	 For the safety of all attendees, we ask that anyone who tests positive for COVID-19, has 

an elevated temperature (100.5 degrees Fahrenheit or above), or is showing signs of 
illness within 14 days of the trial remain at home during this time.

Symptoms of COVID-19 include:

GUIDELINES

•	 Fever or chills
•	 Cough
•	 Shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing
•	 Fatigue
•	 Muscle or body aches

•	 Headache
•	 New loss of taste or smell
•	 Sore throat
•	 Congestion or runny nose
•	 Nausea or vomiting
•	 Diarrhea 
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Retriever News is a Proud Sponsor of the  

2020
National Open Championship

Congratulations to All of the Qualif iers ...
We Wish Y ou All the Best of Luck!

Check it O
ut! The Retriever News Blog

is the Official Blog for the National Open Event!  
Don't miss out on all of the coverage ...  

The only place to get up-to-the-minute test and 
contestant details, photos, callbacks and more!
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er

TheRetrieverNews.com    n    EntryExpress.net    n    262-278-4201    n    info@theretrievernews.com
Social Media:

facebook.com/RetrieverNews    n    Twitter.com/retriever_news    n    youtube.com/retrievernews    n    instagram.com/retrievernews

Serving the Sport Since 1944

2020nationalopen.blogspot.com
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Judges
Atlantic Time Zone : Mark Menzies
East Central Zone: Marty Kirby
Pacific Time Zone: Michael Moore

Headquarters
Best Western 
2161 E. Hempstead Street 
Giddings, TX 78942 
 979-542-5000

Meetings & Social Activities
Friday, November 6 
The Homestead, 1146 Private Road 5018, Giddings, Texas 78942 (subject to change)

	 8:00 am	 NRC Board of Directors and Field Trial Committee
		  •	 Merchandise will be sold
		  •	 Contestant’s packets will be given out
	 1:00 pm	 Retriever Advisory Committee Meeting
	 2:00 pm	 NRC Annual Meeting
		  •	 Bitch check at the conclusion of the meeting
		  •	 All committee meetings at the conclusion of the meeting

*** THERE WILL BE NO TRADITIONAL COCKTAIL PARTY DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS ***

Saturday, November 7 
Trial Grounds
	 6:00 am	 Introductions and Opening Ceremony 
	 6:30 am	 Test Dogs 
	 7:00 am	 2020 National Retriever Championship starts

Tuesday, November 10 
Trial Grounds
	 The Workers’ Party will be held at the conclusion of the day on the trial grounds.

Emergency Coordinator
Roger Fuller, 512-659-5428

Emergency Information
Ambulance Service: 911
Police Department: 911
Fire: Corning Fire Department: 911

Hospital
St. Mark’s Medical Center 
La Grange, TX 
979-242-2200

Emergency Clinics
Davam Urgent Care
2454 E. Austin Street
Giddings, TX
979-542-2273

Mary’s Clinic
590 E. Austin Street
Giddings, TX
979-540-2122

COVID-19 Compliance
Marcy Wright, 970-215-7055

Official Veterinarian
Darden Hervey DVM
4287 East State Hwy 21
Dime Box, TX 77853
979-884-2125
www.dimeboxvet.com

Event Information
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2. 	FULLER’S (70 acre)
	 1090 PR 3321

1.	 PARROTT
	 1980 CR 106

3.	 FULLER’S
	 (145 acres)
	 2187 CR 109

Area Map of Trial Gounds
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3.	 FULLER’S
	 (145 acres)
	 2187 CR 109

4.	 FULLER’S (345 acres)
	 3910 FM 1624

3.	 FULLER’S
	 (145 acres)
	 2187 CR 109

Please, no smoking outside of your vehicle  
on trial or training grounds. Thank you!
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Congratulations to All NRC Qualifiers
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Congratulations to All NRC Qualifiers

DEERSKIN MANUFACTURING INC
4078 West Hwy 199

Springtown, Texas 76082

800-880-6089
sales@deerskinmfg.com
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1.	 Dr. Dave Aul Property

2.	 Blackwater South 
Becky Eckett

3.	 Marshland Kennels 
Mark Strickland

4.	 Stellar Retrievers  
Jack Morris

5.	 Best Retrievers 
Rody Best
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Area Map of Training Gounds

6.	 Gunzer Farm 
Karl & Cindy Gunzer

7.	 Herzog Family Land & Cattle 
Brian Herzog

8.	 Skibber Training Grounds 
Dr. John Skibber

9. 	 Dr. Lamar Jones Property
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Training Sites & Guidelines

Welcome to Giddings, Texas and the National Retriever Championship. These 
training grounds are a result of the generosity of our local landowners. All properties have 
both technical water and land available. Training areas will be allocated the previous eve-
ning at a draw conducted at the trial headquarters at 6:00 pm each day, Sunday November 1 
through Friday November 6. From November 7 through November 14 is on a first come, first 
served basis unless noted differently for specific properties.

For all properties, we ask that you abide by the following guidelines, and PLEASE use 
common sense and courtesy at all times while using these properties.

	1.	 Areas are open from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM daily and will have signage.

2.	 Please remove ALL waste. Never leave birds behind. There will be a disposal area at 
the bird pens. Do not dispose of birds in business dumpsters around town!

3.	 No smoking out of vehicles. Fire danger can be quite high.

4.	 Please STAY on roads and use ATVs in fields and around ponds. Any damage caused 
by a vehicle will be at the vehicle owner’s expense.

5.	 Do not exceed 10 mph on training sites, no exceptions.

6.	 Do not shoot in the direction of visible vehicles, livestock, residences or roads.

7.	 Leave ALL gates the way you find them.

8.	 Follow any additional guidelines noted for individual properties.

9.	 Use COVID-19 safe practices as outlined in this guide on page 4. Wear a mask and 
practice social distancing when interacting with landowners or their staff.

Contact Clint Avant at 979-204-9162 if you have any questions. Good luck to all!

Our sincere thank you to all the landowners 
who so generously offered their properties for 

the 2020 National Retriever Championship.

Your support of our sport is 
greatly appreciated!

No smoking 
outside of 
your vehicle 
on trial or 
training 
grounds. 
Thank you!
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AUL PROPERTY	 Dr. Dave Aul
1300 Co Rd 214, Giddings, TX 78942	 GPS: 30.077317, -96.940674

Description
Land and water. This property can support two training groups if needed. If two groups are assigned on 
the same day, please contact Clint Avant at 979-204-9162 for directions on which gate/area to use.

Directions (10.5 miles from headquarters)
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Support the Retriever Hall of Fame

NICK OF TIME LONE RANGER

REBEL CHIEF OF HERBER

CHARLES MORGAN

BING GRUNWALD

AUGUST BELMONT

RON AINLEY

ELOISE HELLER CHERRYAUDIE WALLACET.W. COTTON PERSHALL JOHN OLIN

The Retriever Hall of Fame, part of the National Bird Dog 
Museum, is devoted to the preservation of the history and culture of 
all types of retriever sporting dogs. Within our walls, we honor and 
memorialize some of the most prestigious champion retrievers, as well 
as their owners, handlers, and trainers. We do this by collecting works 
of art and memorabilia, including trophies, decoys, calls, firearms, 
boats, clothing, and books.

To safeguard and showcase the history and art of our sport for future 
generations, the Retriever Hall of Fame needs your support. This 
support can take many forms:

•	 Donations of memorabilia pertaining to dogs, owners, handlers or 
trainers of all the retriever breeds.

•	 The contribution of historical records or information.

•	 Financial support for the improvement of the Retriever Hall of 
Fame’s exhibits, to maintain the building it is housed in and to 
inspire the interest of future generations.

Make your tax deductible contribution today.

731.764.2058  |  505 HWY 57 W, GRAND JUNCTION, TN 38039
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BLACKWATER SOUTH	 Becky Eckett
2922 Warda Church Rd, La Grange, TX 78945	 GPS: 30.057964, -96.966248

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (11.3 miles from headquarters)
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MARSHLAND KENNELS	 Mark Strickland
1294 PR 2141, Giddings, TX 78942	 GPS: 30.073656, -96.951207

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (10.5 miles from headquarters)
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  City of Giddings

118 E Richmond Street
Giddings, TX 78942

Phone:  979-540-2710
Fax:  979-540-0950

www.giddings.net

Experience
Hometown
Hospitality

Welcome to Giddings, Texas!
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STELLAR RETRIEVERS	 Jack Morris
2386 Co Rd 213, Giddings, TX 78942	 GPS: 30.083940, -96.987529

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (9.5 miles from headquarters)
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Loving the Game
Arnie and Linda Erwin are nationally recognized amateur retriever trainers with over 50 years 
of training and field trial experience. They have successfully trained 10 Field Trial Champions, 
including two Double Header winners. Arnie is also an accomplished carver and artist.

What’s Included

Linda Erwin
588 Senda Lane
El Cajon, CA 92021

Contact us by phone:
Arnie 619-743-1660
Linda Erwin 619-743-9618

Each book will be personally signed by the authors and remarked by the artist.

Name_____________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________________________

Please send:	 ____________copy(s) of Loving the Game @ $27.99 each	 Tax @ $2.17 each_________________________
	 Shipping $5.00 per book___________________
	 Total of Check____________________________

Loving the Game may also be purchased from Outskirts Press, 
Barnes and Noble and Amazon

•	 Strategies for training field trial, hunt test and gun 
dogs in an urban setting.

•	 Selecting a puppy and important concepts while 
training him through basic to advanced skills.

•	 Evaluating your retriever.
•	 Fifty years of reminiscences about dogs, trainers 

and field trials.

•	 Tips from professionals and amateurs including creeping, 
vocalizing, freezing, popping and real-life training stories 
that explain how the experts handle unique problems.

•	 Judging retrievers in competition.
•	 Shining Stars, people dedicated to promoting the retriever 

sport.
•	 Artwork by the author.

To order your copy(s) of Loving the Game fill out the order form below, make checks payable to Linda Erwin and send it to:

Send To:	 Name___________________________________________________

	 Address_________________________________________________

	 City_ _____________________State________Zip________________

The team offers the following diagnostics 
and treatments:


• Laser therapy, Shockwave therapy


• Chiropractic adjustments


• E-stim whirlpool treatments


• Therapeutic ultrasound


• Joint injection therapies - HA, PRP


• Diagnostic musculoskeletal ultrasound

drj@sportvetmobile.com sportdogvet@gmail.com

The veterinary team of SportVet Mobile and Sport 
Dog Specialty Medicine will be available during the 
National event and pre-National training to address 
any sport related injuries, illness and maintenance 
needs of competing dogs.

Dr. Jennell Appel and Dr. Sarah Love are certified 
canine rehabilitation therapists who specialize in the 
field of canine sport medicine. The team’s focus is to 
provide an accurate diagnosis, injury prevention and 
appropriate treatments.

850-296-6866 970-457-7697
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BEST RETRIEVERS	 Rody Best
194 STOCKADE RANCH RD, PAIGE, TX 78659	 GPS: 30.221402, -97.123338

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (14.5 miles from headquarters)
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... for the generous donations you have made on 
EntryExpress.net to the AKC Canine Health Foundation. 

Together, to date we have collectively raised over $58,600! 
These funds are going directly to the AKC Canine Health Foundation.

When you check out on EntryExpress.net 
you have the opportunity to: 

Donate $1, $5 or $10 to the 
AKC Canine Health Foundation

We sincerely thank you all for your generosity ...  
Let’s keep that spirit alive!

For More Information or to donate directly, please visit: www.akcchf.org
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GUNZER FARM	 Karl & Cindy Gunzer
7632 FM 1624, Lexington, TX 78947	 GPS: 30.396664, -97.025194

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (19.8 miles from headquarters)
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Rob & Cindy
Erhardt

Summer – MT

406.471.1046
Winter – TX

www.silvertipretrievers.com

Silvertip Retrievers
Field Trials and Training

Field Trial Training 
and Handling

Clint Avant
Summer: Wyoming

Winter: Texas

(979) 204-9162

Vision Retrievers, LLC

Check us out on Facebook

visionretrieversllc@gmail.com

PHOTO  BY ROGER FULLER
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HERZOG FAMILY LAND & CATTLE	 Brian Herzog
1214 CR 131, Ledbetter, TX 78946	 GPS: 30.236925, -96.753100

Description
Land and water. This property can support two training groups if needed. If two groups are assigned on 
the same day, please contact Clint Avant at 979-204-9162 for directions on which gate/area to use.

Directions (13 miles from headquarters)
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Texas—Winter  •  Missouri—Spring/Fall  •  Summer—Montana

Greg: 832-291-1460        Cynean: 509-290-1985
cynean@legacy-retrievers.com

Greg & Cynean Bartlett

Legacy Retrievers would like  to  Congratulate all the  
2020 National Open Competitors  

and wish them Good Luck!

Emergency 
First Aid Kit

sportdogvet@gmail.com

970-457-7697

www.sportdogvet.com

Available at the 
National Open

$175

This first aid kit is designed by a sports medicine 
veterinary specialist to be the most complete kit 
available. It is designed with the most useful and 
practical items for canine athletes in the field as 

well as pets and other working dogs.
Fits great on dog trucks! HRK would like to 

congratulate all 
owners and handlers 
who qualified for the 

2020 National.

Kenny Trott & Marcy Wright
​Wellington, Colorado
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SKIBBER TRAINING GROUNDS	 Dr. John Skibber
2655 Randle Hill Rd, Brenham, TX 77833	 GPS: 30.088567, -96.405362

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (37.7 miles from headquarters)
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DAVE ROREM
Cell 979-208-9299

www.roremretrievers.com

— Winter —
4408 Kasmiersky Rd.
Fayetteville, TX 78940

— Summer —
3750 Co. Rd. 1

Littlefork, MN 56653
218-285-3300

TY ROREM
Cell 979-208-9288

Rorem Retrievers
Training and Handling

BEST WISHES 
TO OUR 

2020 NRC 
COMPETITORS!
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JONES FARM	 Dr. Lamar Jones
730 Reiss Rd, West Point, TX 78963	 GPS: 29.885507, -97.025070

Description
Land and water. 

Directions (14.5 miles from headquarters)
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Danny Farmer’s Training 
Program Book 
Available Now! 

* Books must be ordered  
through our website

DANNY: 936-870-7373
LISA: 936-870-7474

www.dannyfarmer.com

Volumes I & 2
$28.95 each Plus S&H

Volume II – NOW AVAILABLE!
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PHOTOS  BY ROGER FULLER
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NOTES:

 

PROUDLY SERVING CENTRAL TEXAS 
YYoouurr  hhoommeettoowwnn  ddeessttiinnaattiioonn  ffoorr……  
 HHiigghh--qquuaalliittyy  ddoogg  ffoooodd  aanndd  ppeett  ssuupppplliieess  

 PPrreemmiiuumm  hhoorrssee,,  lliivveessttoocckk,,  aanndd  ppoouullttrryy  ffeeeeddss  

 CCuussttoomm  ffeerrttiilliizzeerr  bblleennddss  aanndd  wweeeedd--sspprraayyiinngg  sseerrvviicceess  

 LLiivvee  ppllaannttss,,  ttrreeeess,,  aanndd  llaawwnn  &&  ggaarrddeenn  ssuupppplliieess  

 ……aanndd  ssoo  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!  

GIDDINGS, Texas 
(979) 542-2446 

CARMINE, Texas 
(979) 278-3111 

carminefeed.com 
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Trademarks owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A., Vevey, Switzerland

www.proplansport.com

All our best wishes to the dogs that have earned  
the privilege of competing at the 

2020 
National Championship!

from your friends at Purina –

The Official Dog Food of the 2020 National Open

Congratulations




