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1977 National Amateur Field Champion
Field Champion

River Oaks Rascal

DOB: July 24, 1968
(Sire: ’72, ’75 NAFC- ’71, ’73, ’74 CNFC River Oaks Corky ex Dam: Random Rapscallion)

Owned by: Joe Pilar, Chicago Heights, IL

’77 NAFC-FC River Oaks Rascal (Rascal) was acquired by Joe Pilar at the age of four 
months from John Trzepacz. Both Joe and John worked together to produce this keen  
and exuberant field trial performer.

Rascal’s consistency is too solid to be ignored. In 1970, he was the National Derby 
Champion; every year, thereafter, he qualified for the National Amateur; and from 1972 
to 1976 he qualified for the National Open.

Rascal was nine years old, at the time he won the National Amateur, but Rascal’s training 
was not as vigorous as it had been in previous years. His age, experience, tractability, and 
‘all-business’ attitude were largely responsible for that phenomenon. At that time, Joe 
explained that Rascal was so ‘trial-wise’ that he has not shot a bird for him in training in 
two or three years!!

As Joe said, “I asked Rascal what he felt was the determining factor in winning his (the ’77 
National Amateur) Championship. With his head held high, and a glance from the corner 
of his eye, he quipped, ‘I did it my way’!!”

During his competitive career, Rascal accumulated 198.5 All-Age points – 78 Open and 
120.5 Amateur.

Contributed to The Retriever News.com by Richard Halstead, Lino Lakes, MN
(Reprinted from the December 1972 and December 1975 issues of the Retriever Field Trial News 

and Retriever Field Trial Statistics 1941-1993, by Sue Reynolds.)


