
 AKC’s team of field representatives is comprised of six dedicated individuals who represent the 
American Kennel Club in the field.  Each of them has an appreciation for the sport and a history of accom-
plishments achieved through working in the field with their own dogs.  This team of representatives have nu-
merous responsibilities and fill many roles.   
 As representatives of the licensing body for the sport of hunting tests and field trials, they provide 
guidance to AKC licensed and member clubs, as well as to participants and judges.  They serve as an educa-
tional resource, conducting HT seminars throughout the year designed to help bring reasonable consistency 
to the sport and standardization of performance evaluations.  Field Rep, Joe Reinhardt shares his thoughts  
about giving seminars, “I enjoy helping educate handlers and judges.  I really appreciate watching the handler/
dog teamwork come together, especially for 
those getting their first orange ribbon or the 
young folks in the Junior Handler Program.”  
The seminars are advertised in advance and 
are open to anyone, not only judges.  AKC 
field representatives also act as a general 
source for information to be utilized by host 

clubs and participants as well as providing 
technical support for conducting tests and 
trials.  They provide explanations and in-
terpretations of rules, regulations and pro-
cedures as required or requested. 
 Field representatives travel the 
country to ensure events are conducted in 
accordance with the rules, regulations and 
procedures as set forth by AKC.  If an is-
sue has been observed by an attending 
field representative or it has been brought 
to their attention, it is the decision of the 

field representative to address the issue according to protocol which is to first work through the event commit-
tee.  However, if a major issue arises and the committee is not readily available, or the issue requires immedi-
ate attention, or the committee fails to act, the AKC field rep will use his or her judgement regarding the best 
way to handle the situation. 
 Another aspect of being a field rep is being cognizant of positive PR for the sport in general.  AKC 
field representatives are essentially ambassadors for retriever hunting tests and field trials.  They monitor that 
all dogs and game are treated properly and humanely while on test grounds and during the event.  Their role 
does not stop when the event is completed.  Detailed reports are filed following each event attended or semi-
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nnaarr pprreesseenntteedd.. TThheessee rreeppoorrttss aarree kkeepptt oonn ffiillee aanndd mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd bbyy AAKKCC iinnddeeffii--
nniitteellyy..   
 AAnnootthheerr rroollee iinn tthhee lliiffee ooff aann AAKKCC ffiieelldd rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee iiss ttoo sseerrvvee iinn aann 
aaddvviissoorryy ccaappaacciittyy ttoo tthhee hhoosstt cclluubb dduurriinngg aa mmiissccoonndduucctt hheeaarriinngg ffoorr bbootthh tthhee eevveenntt ccoommmmiitttteeee aanndd tthhee aaccccuusseedd..  
TThhiiss iiss ttoo eennssuurree pprrooppeerr pprroocceedduurreess aarree ffoolllloowweedd..  SSoommee cclluubbss mmaayy nneeeedd aassssiissttaannccee ccoonndduuccttiinngg aa hheeaarriinngg aanndd 
tthhee aavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy ooff tthhee ffiieelldd rreepp ccaann bbee bbeenneeffiicciiaall iinn pprreevveennttiinngg pprroocceedduurraall eerrrroorrss wwhhiicchh ccaann ppoossssiibbllyy rreessuulltt iinn aa 
nnuulllliiffiieedd oouuttccoommee..  AA ffiieelldd rreepp mmaayy sseerrvvee iinn tthhiiss aaddvviissoo--
rryy ccaappaacciittyy wwhheetthheerr hhee oorr sshhee iiss oonn tthhee ggrroouunnddss oorr ccoonn--
ttaacctteedd bbyy pphhoonnee..  AAKKCC ffiieelldd rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess aarree aa nneeuu--
ttrraall ppaarrttyy iinn tthhiiss pprroocceessss aanndd aarree nnoott aabbllee ttoo ppaarrttiicciippaattee 
oorr iinnfflluueennccee aannyy ddeecciissiioonn mmaakkiinngg dduurriinngg aa mmiissccoonndduucctt 
pprroocceeeeddiinngg..  HHoowweevveerr,, aa ffiieelldd rreepp hhaass tthhee rriigghhtt ttoo ffiillee aa 
mmiissccoonndduucctt cchhaarrggee iinn cceerrttaaiinn ssiittuuaattiioonnss..   
 TThheeyy aallssoo pprroommoottee aawwaarreenneessss ooff tthhee AAKKCC 
CCooddee ooff SSppoorrttssmmaannsshhiipp wwhhiicchh iiss ffoouunndd iinn tthhee iinnssiiddee 
bbaacckk ccoovveerr ooff eevveerryy rreegguullaattiioonn aanndd rruulleebbooookk..  TThheeyy 
ttrraavveell aaccrroossss tthhee ccoouunnttrryy eeaacchh wweeeekkeenndd ttoo sshhaarree tthheeiirr 

ee xx pp ee rr tt ii ss ee ,, 
eennccoouurr aaggee 
ppaarrttiicciippaannttss,, 
ii nn cc ll uu dd ii nn gg 
oouurr yyoouutthh,, 
ssuuppppoorrtt oouurr 
cclluubbss aanndd 
eevveenntt ccoommmmiitttteeeess..  AAss FFiieelldd DDiirreeccttoorr RRuussss RReeaavviiss eexxppllaaiinnss,, ““IItt ttrruu--
llyy iiss aann hhoonnoorr ttoo rreepprreesseenntt AAKKCC iinn tthhiiss ppoossiittiioonn..  AAfftteerr 4444 yyeeaarrss ooff 
oowwnniinngg,, ttrraaiinniinngg aanndd hhaannddlliinngg rreettrriieevveerrss iitt wwaass ttiimmee ttoo ggiivvee ssoommee--
tthhiinngg bbaacckk ttoo tthhee ssppoorrtt..””   
 AAKKCC RReeppss aarree rreelliieedd uuppoonn ttoo hheellpp pprroommoottee tthhee ssppoorrtt ooff 
rreettrriieevveerr ffiieelldd ttrriiaallss aanndd hhuunnttiinngg tteessttss ttoo bbootthh oouurr ccoonnssttiittuueennttss aanndd 
rreellaatteedd oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss..  AAKKCC ffiieelldd rreeppss aarree aallssoo pprroommootteerrss aanndd aadd--
vvooccaatteess ooff tthhee iimmppoorrttaannccee ooff wwoorrkkiinngg ppuurreebbrreedd ddooggss iinn tthhee ffiieelldd..  

 OOuurr vvaalluuaabbllee tteeaamm ooff AAKKCC ffiieelldd rreeppss hhaavvee ccoommmmiitttteedd tthheemmsseellvveess ttoo tthhiiss rroollee bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy wwaanntt ttoo 
ggiivvee bbaacckk ttoo tthhee ssppoorrtt tthhaatt hhaass ggiivveenn ssoo mmuucchh ttoo tthheemm..  TThheeyy eeaacchh hhaavvee aann aapppprreecciiaattiioonn ffoorr qquuaalliittyy rreettrriieevviinngg 
iinn tthhee ffiieelldd aanndd vvaalluuee tthhee ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee ooff ssuucccceessssffuull eevveennttss..  IItt iiss tthhrroouugghh tthheessee eevveennttss tthhee pprreesseerrvvaattiioonn ooff hhuunntt--
iinngg aabbiilliittiieess ccaann rreemmaaiinn aa ppaarrtt ooff tthhee ssppoorrttiinngg bbrreeeeddss wwee aallll lloovvee ssoo mmuucchh..   
 IIff yyoouu ffiinndd yyoouurrsseellff aatt aann eevveenntt wwhheerree aann AAKKCC rreepp iiss aatttteennddiinngg,, pplleeaassee ttaakkee aa mmoommeenntt ttoo ssaayy hheelllloo..  
TThheeyy aarree hheerree ttoo hheellpp yyoouu aanndd tthheeyy aarree hheerree ffoorr oouurr ssppoorrtt..  TThhee eennttiirree ssttaaffff aanndd tthheeiirr ccoonnttaacctt iinnffoo ccaann bbee 
ffoouunndd bbeellooww..   
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